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Nicholas J. Petrelli, M.D., receives 2014 Clinical Research Award from the 

Association of Community Cancer Centers for clinical research leadership 

 

Wilmington, Del., Nov. 21, 2014 – Nicholas J. Petrelli, M.D., FACS, the Bank of America 

endowed medical director of Christiana Care’s Helen F. Graham Cancer Center & Research 

Institute, received the 2014 Clinical Research Award from the Association of Community 

Cancer Centers in recognition of his ground-breaking leadership initiatives promoting and 

advocating for oncology clinical research. The ACCC presented Dr. Petrelli with the award at the 

31st National Oncology Conference in San Diego, Calif. 

A nationally recognized expert on colorectal cancer, Dr. Petrelli has led the development of a 

state-of-the-art clinical oncology care program at the Graham Cancer Center. The center has 

served as a National Cancer Institute (NCI) Community Cancer Center Program (NCCCP) site 

and has achieved an impressive accrual rate of 24 percent in NCI-sponsored clinical trials, well 

above the national rate of 5 percent. 

In August 2014 the Graham Cancer Center earned a five-year, $8.2 million grant from NCI’s 

Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP) to bring leading-edge cancer screenings, 

prevention, control, treatment and imaging research trials to more people in the places closest to 

where they live. 

In addition, Dr. Petrelli spearheaded the development of a Tissue Procurement Center with more 

than 5,000 specimens, catalogued through the NCI’s Cancer Bioinformatics Grid 

(caBIG/caTissue), which led to $4.6 million funding for participation in the Cancer Genome 

Atlas Project. Dr. Petrelli also developed the first Delaware statewide High Risk Family Cancer 

Registry, consisting of 5,640 families with more than 200,000 individuals. 

Dr. Petrelli joined Christiana Care as the Bank of America endowed medical director of the 

Helen F. Graham Cancer Center & Research Institute in August 2001. Previously, he was Chair 

of the Department of Surgical Oncology and Director of the Surgical Oncology fellowship 

training program at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. He received his medical degree from Tulane 

Medical School in New Orleans, Louisiana. Following a general surgery residency in San 

Francisco, he completed a surgical oncology fellowship at Roswell Park Cancer Institute. 
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Over the course of his career, Dr. Petrelli has authored 323 peer-reviewed manuscripts, 35 book 

chapters and 27 editorials/commentaries. His career has been devoted to the surgical training of 

young investigators and the development of cancer clinical trials.  

In October 2013, Dr. Petrelli received the Order of the First State Award by Governor Jack 

Markell for his dedication to excellence in serving the community and the state of Delaware. 

The ACCC serves as the leading advocacy and education organization for approximately 20,000 

cancer care professionals from 1,900 hospitals and practices nationwide. 

About Christiana Care Health System 

Christiana Care Health System is one of the country’s largest health care providers, ranking as 

the 22nd leading hospital in the nation and 12th on the East Coast in terms of admissions. A not-

for-profit teaching hospital affiliated with Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas Jefferson 

University, Christiana Care is recognized as a regional center for excellence in cardiology, 

cancer and women's health services. Christiana Care is home to Delaware's only Level I trauma 

center, the highest capability center and the only one of its kind between Philadelphia and 

Baltimore. Christiana Care also features a Level III neonatal intensive care unit, the only 

delivering hospital in Delaware that offers the highest level of non-surgical care to the most 

critically ill newborns. Christiana Care includes two hospitals with 1,100 patient beds, a home 

health care service, preventive medicine, rehabilitation services, a network of primary care 

physicians and an extensive range of outpatient services. 

For more information about Christiana Care, visit www.christianacare.org/whoweare. 
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